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The Role of Women in Combating Climate Change

Agriculture, which accounts for approximately 14 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions and is a sector that can be
particularly sensitive to climate variability and change, is one key area where women can play a major role. A recent FAO
report shows that women, in many places, are the main producers of the world's staple crops, particularly in developing
countries and regions likely to be adversely affected by climate change impacts. 

However, globally, only a small minority of women farmers have access to land tenure. This is a problem for many reasons –
including that it limits women's potential to combat climate change. Studies have shown that women with the right to
property are significantly more capable of investing in climate-smart agricultural productivity; we have a lot of work to do to
unlock women's potential in this area. 

Women also have untapped potential for increasing energy access, which directly relates to climate change. For example,
nearly 3 billion people globally still rely on traditional cookstoves and open fires to prepare food for their families. In most
instances, women are responsible for cooking – not to mention also spending many hours per week collecting fuel, which
often puts women at risk of gender based violence.

The resulting smoke exposure causes an estimated two million premature deaths annually, with women and young children
the most affected. Cookstoves also impact the climate through emissions of greenhouse gases and short-lived particles such
as black carbon. Engaging women is critical to tackling this problem. 

As we work to build a global market for clean cookstoves, integrating women into the cookstoves supply chain will help
increase clean cookstove adoption rates while also creating new economic development opportunities. And as Secretary
Clinton has noted, women create a multiplier effect in local communities because they disproportionately spend more of their
earned income on food, healthcare, home improvement, and schooling.   

The United States recognizes the power of women's potential in these areas and many others, and is investing in major
initiatives including Feed the Future and the Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves, where women's role in generating
transformative change is front and center.  
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